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Sportscaster 
Frank Gifford 
is 78. Actor 
Gary Clarke 
is 72. Actress 
Carole Shelley 
is 69. Actor Bob 
Balaban is 63. 
Actress Lesley 

Ann Warren is 62. Kathie 
Lee Gifford is 55. Director 
James Cameron is 54. Singer 
Madonna is 50. Actor Steve 
Carell is 45. Emily Robison of 
The Dixie Chicks is 36. Singer 
Vanessa Carlton is 28. Actor 
Shawn Pyfrom is 22.

— Associated Press
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When the Rev. Robert 
Pooley, senior pastor of Coast 
Community Church in Gulf 
Breeze, was introduced to 
the social networking and 
micro-blogging site Twitter, he 
thought it was the most ridicu-
lous thing he’d ever seen.

“Why would I care what 
someone’s having on their 
sandwich?” he said. “I didn’t 
see the point of it at first. It 
just seemed like a lot of people 
talking about nothing.”

It’s a sentiment echoed by 
Biz Stone, Twitter co-founder.

“When people hear about 
Twitter, their immediate 
reaction is that it’s the sim-
plest and stupidest idea in 
the world. They do not want 
to know that their brother is 
eating a hot dog right now,” 
he says. “But then they dis-
cover that their friends are 
on it. And so are the L.A. 
Fire Department, NASA and 
JetBlue. Then they get it.”

Haven’t heard of it? Twitter 
is a popular social-network 
service that lets you tell 
people, in 140 characters or 
less, what you are up to at 
any given moment of the day 
— via cell phone, instant 
messenger or the Web.

“What are you doing?” is 
the question Twitter asks 
“Twitterers” to answer in a 
simple text message as they 

connect with friends, co-
workers or the wider world. 
Twitterers, including dozens 
from the Pensacola Bay Area, 
“tweet” about everything from 
what they had for lunch to 
the latest political scandal.

Pooley, a long-time blogger 
who uses other network-
ing sites such as MySpace 
and Facebook, now “tweets” 
on a regular basis.

“Over the years, I’ve devel-
oped relationships with other 
bloggers and Twitter is a fun 
way to connect and communi-
cate with them. It’s a flow of 

little insights throughout the 
day,” he explained.

The 140-character limit, 
Pooley said, is part of the 
appeal.

“I’m a cut-to-the-chase kind 
of guy, so I like the fact that 
you have to keep your mes-
sages short and sweet. It’s like 
a challenge.”

Pensacola resident Tim 
Bishop, 39, said that Twitter 
has “pretty much replaced any 
personal blogging on my part, 
once I realized I don’t usually 
have that much to say at one 
time and even if I did, I use 

way too many words to say it.”
Like Pooley, he enjoys the 

challenge of keeping his 
tweets trim.

“It’s almost like a lingual 
Tetris with the 140 character 
count, trying to be succinct in 
my unimportant pronounce- 
ments,” Bishop said.

Plus, he said, “It’s like hav- 
ing my own Internet news 
network: constant updates on 
Tim.” 

Twitter has become so popu- 
lar, so fast, that keeping up 

‘What are you doing?’
Social 
networking 
site has users 
a’Twitter

Photos by Bruce Graner/bgraner@pnj.com

The Rev. Robert Pooley, senior pastor of Coast Community Church, says he he uses Twitter, a 
micro-blog site,on a regular basis as a way to connet and communicate with other bloggers. He 
says “it’s a flow of little insights throughout the day.”

•• Twitter ••
How it works 

Think of Twitter as a social 
network that lets you tell your 
friends — or the world — what 
you are doing at any given time.

If you haven’t tried it, it can 
sound pretty confusing. You can 
post updates via mobile phone 
or the Web. Here’s how to get 
started, culled from a guide at the 
Twitter site: Sign up at Twitter.com. 

Once you’re there, have a 
look around. The basic idea is 
to create a network of people, 
or, increasingly, businesses or 
bloggers, to share updates with. 
You can search the Twitter Web 
site to see if anyone you know 
already uses the service. You also 
can invite people to Twitter, or 
find and follow perfect strangers. 
You decide how connected you 
want you to be. 

n Once you have started your 
network, you can send in a 
mobile text message (SMS) or 
post a message via the Web. 
Either way, Twitter sends it out to 
your network and posts it to your 
Twitter page. 

n Adding your instant message 
(IM) account to Twitter allows you 
to send or receive updates via IM. 

n Beyond simple “I’m going 
out for coffee” messages, some 
“Tweets” have blossomed into 
full-blown news updates as 
Twitterers use Tweets to share 
links to Web articles and videos. 

n How much does it cost? It’s 
free. But if you use mobile texts 
to send or receive updates make 
sure you have a data plan for your 
cell phone.

Samantha Critchell 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — No matter 
what your taste, there’s probably 
a Madonna for you. 

The pop star, who is 50 today, 
is one of fashion’s great chame-
leons. She’s been a punk princess 
and lady of the manor. She has 
channeled Marilyn Monroe, Eva 
Peron and a geisha. 

The whole underwear-as-
outerwear trend? That came 
from Madonna. Not to mention 
those ’80s blondes who proudly 
showed their roots while wear-

ing lace gloves and lots of chains. 
And would Kabbalah and yoga 
as lifestyle trends be where they 
are today without her? 

“She’s become an adjective. 
Friends will go shopping with 
each other and say, ‘It’s so 
Madonna.’ That’s what you want 
in fashion,” says stylist and TV 
commentator Robert Verdi. 

Lately Madonna has mostly 
been spotted in workout gear, 
perhaps in preparation for her 
“Sticky & Sweet” world tour 
that will be partially outfitted 
by Givenchy. Designer Riccardo 

Tisci has worked up two outfits: 
a frock coat in black stretch 
satin and a long cape worn over 
a black dress embellished with 
colored ribbons — for a Gypsy-
inspired outfit. 

It’s hard to say if the Gypsy 
look will start another trend. 
The cone-front corset Jean Paul 
Gaultier created for her Blond 
Ambition tour in 1990 didn’t 
fully catch on with the masses. 

But whether her looks are 
influential or merely memo-
rable, Madonna always finds 
a way to connect with people 

and she never wears a look long 
enough for it to become stale, 
observes Verdi. If the disco 
revival look of her “Hung Up” 
era in 2005 clicked with him, 
her cowgirl-hat days in 2000 
spoke to someone else. 

“I don’t love all her looks but 
can appreciate them all,” he 
says. “She’s always operated 
from a position that’s a good 
hybrid of contemporary pop 
culture — the psyche of the 
nation — but also an artistic 
slant and art always pushes 
the envelope.”

Madonna at 50: She still dresses to her own beat

Associated Press file

Madonna performing during the opening 
of The Virgin Tour, April 10, 1985.

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. — 
Donald Trump will soon be Ed 
McMahon’s landlord. 

Trump announced Thursday 
he would save the television 
personality’s Beverly Hills 

mansion from foreclosure 
by buying it for an 
undisclosed amount 
and leasing it to 

McMahon. 
The developer told 
the Los Angeles 
Times he doesn’t 
know McMahon 
personally, 

but acted out of 
compassion because 

helping out “would be an 
honor.” 

McMahon, 85, who was 
Johnny Carson’s sidekick 
on the “Tonight” show 
for three decades, has 
not worked for about 

18 months because 
of a neck injury. He 
defaulted on $4.8 
million in mortgage 
loans with Countrywide 
Financial Corp. 

McMahon’s 
spokesman, Howard 
Bragman, told the 

Associated Press that paperwork  
on the sale had not been completed 
but that McMahon was “very 
optimistic” the deal would go 
through. 

“When I was at the Wharton 
School of Business I’d watch him 
every night,” Trump told the Times. 
“How could this happen?” 

McMahon bought the six-
bedroom, five-bathroom, 7,000-
square-foot house in January 1990. 
The home was listed at $4.6 million 
last weekend — down from a peak 
price of $7 million. 

Associated Press

Trump to buy McMahon’s home, let him live there

McMahon
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